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Church  planting  on  upswing  in  Cuba 

(bp)  —  when 

Osvier  Arosta  Ferrero,  72,  and  Ricardo  '  \»&J'  \  .'  --IZs  I 

Tadeo  Soria  Perez,  58,  pedal  down  dirt  UZgdB  ecfc  I 

roads  on  their  bicycles,  they're  not  out  ImUyB  ...  1 

tor  exercise  They're  praying  for  Cubans 

who  need  Christ.  f  ^■■2™  ff  1 

These  Baptist  men  sing  hymns  as  they  'jBf  .a? 

cycle  for  traveling  to  rural  com-  ■flp  MMf  gg  || 


cycle  for  nules,  traveling  to  rural  com¬ 
munities  to  lead  Bible  studies.  'If  some¬ 
day  God  sends  us  to  another  country, 
we'll  go,'  Osvier  says.  "We  have  the  joy 
of  evangelization,  always  asking  God  for 
wisdom,  a  love  for  people  and  the  joy  of 
proclaiming  His  Word.* 

Their  zeal  is  typical  among  Christians  in 
Cuba  who  are  seeing  one  of  the  most  rapid 
rates  of  church  growth  in  the  world. 

How  vast  is  that  growth?  Cuban 
Baptist  churches  numbered  210  in  1960. 
Over  the  next  30  years,  that  total 
increased  to  just  238.  In  the  1990s,  a 
church-planting  movement  began  sweep¬ 
ing  the  island  nation.  Today,  mere  aren't 
enough  churches  to  hold  all  the  believers. 

The  number  of  Cuban  Baptist  tradi¬ 
tional  churches,  missions,  and  house 
churches  exceeds  6,200.  Some  5.600  of 


BLOOMING  CHURCH  —  Christians  in  Cuba  are  seeing  one  of  the  most 
of  church  growth  in  the  world.  So  many  people  are  coming  to  Christ  in 
there  aren't  enough  churches  to  hold  all  the  believers  Here.  Cuban  Bapti< 
pers  pack  into  a  one-car  garage  in  Ftjrigywgp  photo) 


garages,  yards,  or  on  rooftops. 

Ttus  remarkable  growth  has  created  a 
huge  need  for  more  church  leaders.  To  help 
meet  that  need,  a  team  of  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  missionaries  travels 
periodically  to  the  island  to  helj 
Baptists  train  leaders.  Gifts  to 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  and  C 


ed  one  of  every  five  people  in  Cuba  is  corporate  worship,  which  God  is  using 
involved  in  music  in  some  way.  to  draw  more  people  to  Christ.  A  special 

When  the  Holy  Spirit  sparked  the  addition  to  that  worship  is  the  first 
church-planting  movement  in  Cuba,  Cuban  Baptist  hvmnal,  Alabanza 
many  musicians  began  accepting  Christ.  Cubans,  published  in  2005  with  the  help 
Lottie  In  response,  Cuban  Baptists  and  IMB  of  several  IMB  missionaries, 
native  missionaries  developed  several  schools  God  also  is  at  work  among  professional 
,  to  teach  musicians  to  grow  as  disciples  musicians.  Many  are  committing  their  lives 

inis  is  God's  time  for  Cuba,'  one  of  the  and  to  use  their  skills  in  leading  wor-  to  Christ  and.  in  turn,  finding  creative 
IMB  missionaries  says.  "Pray  God  will  raise  ship.  Today,  there  are  more  than  50  of  ways  to  share  their  faith  with  colleagues 
up  church  leaders  for  the  harvest.  Pray  a  suf-  these  schools.  They  train  about  1,000  *It's  incredible  what  God  is  doing,' 
fident  number  of  leaders  will  be  trained.'  Cuban  Baptists  each  year.  Some  of  these  says  an  IMB  missionary  working  with 
God  already  is  answering  in  remark-  musicians  even  organize  music  mission  musicians.  "There’s  no  telling  where 
able  ways.  One  is  through  music  and  the  trips  across  Cuba.  He's  going  to  go  with  all  of  this?* 


Thai  prison  ministry  finds  unique  ways  to  reach,  teach 

«  BANGKOK,  Thailand  (BP)  —  It's  Foundation  of  Thailand.  Soon  thorn 

Sunday  morning  and  Arti,  29,  smiles  as  he  Soonthomtarawong,  director  of  the 
teaches  Bible  verses  to  a  class  full  of  chil-  foundation,  started  both  to  meet  the 
dren  at  die  Church  of  Blessing  in  Bangkok,  needs  of  former  prisoners. 

Thailand.  Slight  in  build  and  neatly  dressed  Because  of  their  past  former  prisoners 
he  doesn't  look  like  a  man  who  spent  five  often  become  outcasts  in  Thai  society  and 
years  in  prison  for  a  drug  conviction.  are  rejected  even  by  their  families. 

Arti  shares  a  past  with  many  of  the  indi-  Both  the  halfway  house  and  church 
viduals  attending  this  church  today.  Like  grew  out  of  a  prison  ministry  begun  in 
him.  most  here  are  former  prisoners  who  1971  by  International  Mission  Board 
served  time  for  drug  offenses  or  worse,  missionary  lack  Martin.  In  the  early 
They  also  are  now  followers  of  Jesus  Christ.  1980s  Soon  thorn  joined  Martin  in  the 
Arti  found  his  way  to  Christ  through  the  work  and  eventually  assumed  leader- 
House  of  Blessing,  a  halfway  house  that  ship  of  the  ministry  when  Martin  and  his 
shares  the  same  grounds  with  foe  Church  of  wife  Gladys  retired  in  1W 
Blessing.  It  was  a  journey  that  began  withii)  Like  others  who  live  at  the  halfway 

prison  walls  when  a  Christian  aunt  brought  house,  Arti’s  spiritual  life  tvxd  root  and 
him  a  Bible  and  devotional  materials.  flourished  in  the  Christian  environment. 

M  '  "The  reason  that  I  came  and  stayed  here  "While  1  was  here  I  was  learning 

to  live  (after  my  many,  many  Scriptures  and  many  people 


was  that  I  had  no  place  to  live  (after  my  many,  many  Scriptures  and  many  people 
release],'  Arti  recalls,  'and  my  auntie  said  shared  God  with  me."  Arti  savs.  *1  stud- 
that  foil  is  a  good  place  for  me  to  start.  Mv  ied  the  Bible  with  the  group  here  until  1 
first  time  here  I  never  believed  that  this  was  sure  and  believed  that  God  loved 
place  could  help  me  and  give  me  the  hope.'  me  and  Jesus  died  for  me.  That  made  me 
The  halfway  house  and  church  are  decide  to  walk  with  Christ  and  give 
part  of  the  Christian  Prison  Ministry  glory  to  Him  in  mv  life.' 


Looking  buck 


Walls  of  hardness  falling  in  Czech  Republic 

PRAGUE,  Czech  Republic  lifflHf  •  T  m— - ^ - - -  ,  , 

/  d  r>\  t*.  Aft-  1 


deal,  but  tht*  Indiana-  and  Texas-  W  k 

born  mi.sMon.ines  weren't  hav  kwBjOtiSL  Jj  Xj,  ’ ' ' 

ing  much  success  until  Cod  *  ,VY  .  ''gM  I*"  I:  . 

Beard,  Sl^TKi  Jt  «» 

"'as  tor  SKd-' 

•'•’••"  imenKS'iilhTP  Kipiet-  K‘  ':  •„  1 

md  a  lifelong  mentor  t.^esta  f  ,  .  '  ;  *'/,  *,  ,  ,  ‘  , 

I  he  women  shared  .i  common  ~  . .  - 1  ’  '■  ,’ 

Both  learned  •  jC^L,  ^ ■  '  - 

sign  as  their  first  language  «v  Hr 

Serving  through  the  ’ 

International  Mi-sion  Board  [  "  ff  ,o"  ' 

■Efr  nr 

•■  l|:i-  de.it  l  /eihs  .ilniu*  fe  n-  WPfAf  W/Kf 

they  d  made  deaf  friends,  1  ., 

dined  in  deaf  homes,  spoken  at 

£“}  '  SSJr'SiT  V,S,ON  FOR  THE  DEAF  —  Vesta  Sa liter  (righJ 

efforts  thr?krd.dm!p  tea  °*  ***  *****  church-planting  team.  Sauter  and  heJ 

deafperson  to^^Sd  am0ng  a"  °*  ***  V~^s  P*0^  *"*4*  <®H 

the  stakes  were  too  high  to  fail.  - - 

Nearly  50,000  deaf  live  in  Smolkova  is  the  matriarch  of  a  so  new,  like  nJ 
tfw  Czedi  Republic.  When  die  large  deaf  family  (more  than  60  hard  about! 
Sauters  first  arrived  in  1996,  members)  that  is  weO-connected  began  knocking 
there  were  no  deaf  churches  within  the  country's  deaf  codes,  and  wouldn't  rei 
and  few,  if  any,  deaf  Christians.  Vesta  knew  Smowova's  corrver-  Taken  with  Be 
Worse,  the  country's  hearing  sion  could  catalyze  the  efforts  to  ny,  Smolkova  i 
congregations  weren't  doing  plant  the  Czech  Republic's  first  with  questions  ' 
mufh  to  f**^§!8«  ***•  deaf  church,  but  Smolkova  had  cheon,  kneelinc 

“The  church  can  be  one  of  the  been  very  resistant  —  even  hr*-  wheelchair  so  the 
most  ^  oppressive  tile— to  the  Gospel  "What  is  it?  W 
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t)  talks  with  Anna  Smolkova  and  other  members 
r  husband  Mari  envision  deaf  churches  flourish- 


people,"  Vesta  says. 
’'None  of  them  has 
an  open  door... 
Even  if  a  deaf  per¬ 
son  said,  Tm  going 
to  get  into  that 
church.  I'm  going  to 
find  a  way,  —they 


em  she  was  no  longer  con-  them.  The  crowd  demanded  to  acted  and  how  I  talked  and  reading  the  Bit 
nt  to  simply  pray  tor  their  see  Beard's  passport  as  proof  of  how  I  behaved,  and  I  was  so  word  is  not  t 
mistry.  She  wanted  to  come  her  age,  passing  it  around  the  grateful  -to  no  longer  have  guage,"  Smolki 
ilp.  Beard's  friends  thought  room  for  all  to  see.  those  things  control  my  life."  "When  they 

e  90- year-old  was  crazy.  Beard  shared  her  life  story  Family  and  friends  noticed  on  their  hand; 

"I  can  die  there  just  as  easily  as  about  a  hearing  person  Smolkova's  change  as  well.  She  heart  there  cot 
an  here,"  she  told  them.  And  if  immersed  in  a  deaf  world,  couldn't  keep  it  to  herself,  and  in  their 
at  happened,  *They  can  put  me  Orphaned  and  then  adopted  by  Working  with  the  Sauters,  she  understanding 

a  bo*  and  send  me  home-  deaf  parents,  she  became  a  _ 

rving  Him  is  all  I  want  to  da'  skilled  interpreter  for  the  deal 

Though  she  loved  Beard  dear-  helping  found  the  Texas  Society 
Vesta  wasn't  keen  on  the  idea,  of  the  Deaf,  the  National 
was  very  apprehensive;  she's  Registry  of  Interpreters,  and 
,  in  a  wheelchair  and  doesn't  the  Southern  Baptist 
ow  Czech  sign  language.  I  Conference  of  the  Deaf, 
night,  'What  am  I  going  to  do  Beard's  accomplishments 
diner?'"  Vesta  says.  weren't  what  impressed 

Beard  was  determined.  Smolkova.  "I  didn't  believe 
luctantly  agreeing  to  the  visit  this  woman  was  90...  I  was 
e  Sauters  used  their  connec-  amazed  at  how  beautiful  she 
ns  to  arrange  a  luncheon  at  was,  how  she  radiated, 
e  Prague  deaf  dub  where  Something  touched  me  inside 
aid  would  be  a  guest  speaker,  about  her,  Smolkova  says, 
hat  they  didn't  know  was  how  "I  had  a  very  hard  heart,  an 
eply  Beard's  story  would  atheist.  I  really  didn't  know  or 
idt  Anna  Smolkova,  a  partic-  believe  anything  about  God... 
irly  hardhearted  deaf  Czech.  [The  Gospel]  was  so  foreign. 


4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  an.  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  0 
receive  Christ  ms  m  Scrior 
and  Lord.) 

‘Bid  as  many  as  receded  km w. 
to  them  he  goer  the  right  to  become 
ddUren  ofGod.  even  to  those  who 
behtoe  mms  me  '  (Jciot  1:12) 


A  capacity  crowd  of  approximately  4.000  mostly  young  people 
expected  for  the  ninth  annual  Youth  Night  service  of  the  Mnstssip 
Baptist  Convention  on  Nov.  25.  Howard  E.  Butt  Jr,  well-known  laymi 
and  youth  speaker.  Corpus  Christi.  Tex,  will  be  the  featured  speaker. 


November  25, 2010  - 
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The  Heavenly  Book  Visitor 


Charlotte  Dices  Moon  was  bom 
into  the  ratified  Virginia  aristoc¬ 
racy  at  her  family's  Albermarle 
County  estate  on  December  17,  1840. 
She  died  a  pauper's  death  72  years 
later;  thousands  of  miles  from  home 
and  a  lifetime  away  from  her  privi¬ 
leged  early  life. 

Those  are  the  cold,  hard  textbook 
facts.  We  all  have  a  beginning  and  an 


In  Lottie's  day  China  suffered  almost 
constant  internal  turmoil,  with  outside 
powers  also  attempting  to  exert  their 
influence.  Still,  Lottie  fervently  contin¬ 
ued  her  work  through  the  chaos. 

The  Russo-Japanese  War  of  1904-05 
ignited  famine  that  soon  spread 
through  the  Chinese  countryside  and 
foreshadowed  fateful  events  to  come  in 
Lottie's  life.  Desperate  to  help  the 
starving  people  around  whom  God  has 
called  her  to  Wild  her  life,  Lottie  began 
to  withdraw  her  personal  life  savings 
and  use  the  money  to  feed  the  hungry 

When  that  money  ran  out,  she  used 
virtually  all  her  meager  salary  to  buy 
food  for  others  —  often  failing  to  retain 
enough  food  for  herself.  She  collapsed 
five  days  before  her  seventy-second 
birthday,  her  health  broken  and  her 
4'11'  frame  nearly  decimated.  Years  of 
personal  sacrifice  had  taken  its  toll. 

Lottie  died  of  starvation  on 
Christmas  Eve,  1912,  in  the  harbor  of 
Kobe,  Japan,  aboard  a  ship  that  was 
taking  her  home  to  America.  The  world 
took  fittle  note  of  her  life  and  death,  but 
she  changed  Southern  Baptists  and 
China  forever. 

Many  sad  events  have  transpired  in 
Lottie's  China  since  she  came  home  — 
some  of  which  involved  Southern  Baptists 
—  but  God  will  yet  prevail  in  that  nation 
of  soft-spoken,  humble  people. 

A  marble  gravestone  iif  a  small 
Virginia  cemetery  carries  Lottie's  name, 
as  does  the  greatest  international  mis¬ 
sions  offering  in  all  of  Chris tiandom 
Also  on  that  gravestone  is  the  simple 
phrase,  “Faithful  uifto  death." 

God  permit  that  those  words,  bought 
at  so  great  a  price  by  the  Heavenly  Book 
Visitor,  should  also  mark  the  Christian 


Editor's 

Notebook 


end  on  this  earth,  but  it's 
what  we  do  in  between  that 
counts  for  eternity.  "Lottie," 
as  she  came  to  he  known, 
understood  that  fact. 

In  1858,  God  moved  in 
Lottie's  life  and  she  accepted 
Christ  as  Lord  while  attend¬ 
ing  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Charlottesville,  Va.  God 
moved  again  in  her  life  in 

«  nm  t  w  «  .a  a 


tome* 

William  H.  Pwkins  Jr. 


the  Southern  Baptist  For* 
William  H.  Mission  Board  (now 

Perkins  Tr  International  Mission  Boa 

J  She  was  one  of  the  fust  sir 

Editor  women  chosen  for  South 

Baptist  missionary  service. 

I  Lottie  set  sail  ' 

September  of  that 


northern 

town  of  Tengchow,  where  she  lived  for 

the  next  40  years.  She  devoted  herself  to  "How  I  wish  I  had  a  thousand  lives  that  1 
evangelistic  work  among  the  women  and  might  give  them  to  the  women  of  China!" 
children  of  the  surrounding  area,  telling  Lottie's  love  for  the  Bible  and  for  the 
all  who  would  listen  about  the  "true  Chinese  people  became  legendary  in  the 
God,"  giving  away  books,  and  teaching  villages  around  Tengchow,  and  opposi- 
those  who  couldn  t  read  the  books.  ticm  to  her  work  eventually  faded.  Then 

Lottie  was  rejected  many  times  and  one  day  as  she  moved  among  the  people 
earned  the  nickname  of  "Devil  Old  with  her  Bible,  she  heard  someone  refer 


The  name  quickly  stuck  with  villagers.  service  of  each  one  of 


/never  would  have  told  you 
I  was  made  for  this.  I  was 
meant  to  be  a  rodeo  queen. 

I  have  a  hot-pink  lasso  to 
prove  it  not  to  mention  an 
encyclopedic  brain  on  horse- 
isms,  thanks  to  The  Black 
Stallion  booka  and  Horse 
Illustrated  magazine.  For 
years  I  went  to  bed  at  night 
with  barrel-racing  dreams. 
Thank  goodness  reading 


and  amazing  friends.  It  didn't 
seem  logical,  but  logic  didn't 
cover  the  gnawing  I  felt  inside. 

A  year  later,  I  fell  on  my 
face  before  Him  and  told  Him 
that  He  could  have  it  all.  I'd 
even  try  to  be  Billy  Graham  if 
He  wanted.  I  meant  it.  He  just 
asked  me  to  be  who  I  was,  to 
tell  His  stories  and  to  love 
people  and  their  stories  — 
and  to  tell  them  His  story  in 
the  process. 

Now  I  live  overseas,  working 


Guest  Opinion: 

Being  everything  He 
meant  for  me  to  be 

By  Ava  Thomas 


all  those  horse  stories  made 
me  love  words  as  much  as 

horses.  The  dreams  eventual-  great  stories,  with  a  sprea< 
ly  .turned  to  being  a  writer  or  good  local  churches  and  gi 
editor,  maybe  for  a  magazine,  ministries  nearby  to  boot. 
Maybe  of  Horse  Illustrated  —  I  was  set,  but  He  found 
but  absolutely,  positively,  not  anyway.  It  wasn't  long  be! 
as  a  missionary  I  started  realizing  mayb 

To  me,  missionaries  had  wasn't  so  set  after  all.  Hat 
one  definition  —  people  who  yes.  Content,  no.  Maybe 
went  to  the  other  side  of  the  had  in  mind  trimming  av 
world  to  evangelize  on  a  the  stories  on  hospitaf  pit 
grand  scale,  probably  in  front  lines,  Paso  Fino  horses,  i 
of  large  numbers  of  people,  mosquito  conventions,  i 
That  was  not  me.  instead  asking  of  me  a  dif 

I  in  a  story  lover,  not  a  Billy  ent  kind  of  story  —  the  k 
Graham,  I  want  the  excuse  of  a  that  had  purpose, 
newspaper  interview  to  be  Soon  I  was  working  a 
able  to  meet  people  one-on-  Southern  Baptist  pubUcati 
one  and  ask  them  to  tell  me  hearing  knd  relaying  the  sto 


as  a  writer  for  Southern  Baptist 
missions,  seeing  firsthand  now 
He's  at  work,  and  felling  the 
stories  to  Baptists  back  in  the 
States  about  God's  story  of  sal¬ 
vation  in  the  process. 

That  way.  Baptists  can 
know  how  the  darkness  is 
being  pushed  back  by  the 
money  they  give  through  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Ottering  and  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  by  the  people 
they  send  and  the  prayers 
they  pray.  That  way,  they  can 


loss  doesn't  stop  missionary  for 
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He  waited  20  years  to  understand  God,  now  he's  spreading  Gospel 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Ray  Aker 
(not  his  real  name)  couldn't  believe  his 
ears.  The  Oklahoma  native  had  spent 
the  past  twoyears  sharing  Jesus  in  a 
rural  area  of  China  without  seeing  a  sin¬ 
gle  salvation,  until  now. 

God  had  brought  Aker  and  a  small 
team  of  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  to  a 
man  named  Solomon  (not  his  real  name) 
who  lived  with  his  family  in  a  dirt- 
floored  shack  in  an  isolated  mountain 
village.  Aker  told  the  Gospel  story  and 
Solomon  immediately  believed. 

It  was  what  he  said  afterward  that 
Aker  can't  forget  Twenty  years  ago,  I 
understood  in  my  heart  that  there  was 
one  God  above  aU,"  Solomon  told  Aker, 
"but  I  didn't  know  anything  about  Him 
so  1  prayed  every  day  that  He  would 
send  somebody  to  tell  me  who  He  was. 
God  answered  my  prayer  today  when 
He  sent  you  to  me." 

"That  was  probably  the  single  most 
powerful  experience  that  I've  ever  been 
a  part  of  in  ministry  here,"  Aker  says.  "I 
didn't  do  anything  special...  God 
ordained  that  moment  in  time.' 

Immediately  Solomon  began  telling 
others  about  the  one,  true  God  and 
quickly  led  six  villagers  to  faith,  includ¬ 
ing  his  wife  and  two  daughters.  The 
local  witchdoctor  took  notice. 

If  Solomon  didn't  stop  sharing,  the 
witchdoctor  threatened  publicly,  Solomon 
would  be  cursed  and  die  in  three  days. 
Solomon  refused  to  be  silent  and  on  day 
four  when  villagers  saw  that  he  was  still 
alive,  they  wanted  to  know  why. 


Aker  says  Solomon  told  the  whole 
village  about  Jesus.  In  one  day  80peo- 
ple  gave  their  lives  to  Him.  "These 
people  live  in  daily  fear  of  evil  spir¬ 
its,  Aker  explains. 

"Everything  they  do  —  which 
direction  their  house  faces,  when  they 
get  married,  what  they  eat  —  it's  all 
based  on  trying  to  appease  these  evil 
spirits.  The  fact  that  Solomon  didn't 
die  rocked  their  worldview." 

Four  years  later,  God  has  used 
Solomon’s  influence  to  bring  more 
than  400  people  to  faith  across  three 
neighboring  villages.  Three  house 
churches  have  been  planted.  Aker 
says  the  Good  News  is  now  spreading 
to  a  fourth  village. 

"We  went  from  zero  [believers)... 
to  147  in  about  five  months,"  Aker 
says.  "I  will  never  make  it  to  every 
single  village  of  our  people  group. 
It's  impossible...  That's  why  we  have 
to  train  and  raise  up  believers...  to 
reach  the  rest." 

The  villagers  aren't  the  only  ones 
whose  faith  has  mown  as  a  result  of 
Solomon's  work.  Aker  admits,  "If  you 
had  asked  me  back  then...  did  I  think 
God  could  do  these  things.  I'd  say, 
'Yeah,  I  think  He  could  but  I  haven  t 
seen  it.'  I  believe  in  my  head  God  can 
do  it.  Did  I  believe  in  my  heart  that  He 
would  do  it?  Back  then,  if  I  was  being 
honest.  I'd  have  to  say  no. 

"God  had  been  preparing  Solomon 
for  20  years...  I'm  just  thankful  God 
allowed  me  to  be  a  small  part  of  it," 


REACHING  UNBELIEVERS  —  Flaming  torches 
bra  ted  by  a  minority  people  in  China  who  are  an 


influence  their  villages  to  receive  Christ  (BP 


al  the  end  of  a  local  festival  cele- 
ninantty  animistic  in  their  beliefs, 
to  receptive  indwiduab  who  then 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Her  pain,  grief,  and  sadness 
from  more  than  a  decade  ago  lie 
just  below  die  surface.  Gloria 
Sloan  remembers  the  spiritual 
darkness  that  enveloped  her  on 
that  heartbreaking  day. 


"I  remember  feeling  that  sense 
of  something  evil  around  me," 
the  Interna  bona]  Mission  Board 
worker  said,  "a  very  strong  sense 
of  evil  for  a  moment" 

Currently  on  stateside 
assignment  in  Houston,  Sloan 
recently  discussed  the  tragic 
loss  of  her  husband  Gary,  37, 
and  11-year-old  daughter  Carla 
on  June  18, 1999.  They  drowned 
while  swimming  along  the 
Pacific  coast  of  Mexico. 

Two  summer  mission  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  U5.  —  Joy 
Murphy  and  John  Weems  —  also 
died  while  trying  to  rescue  Carla. 

The  Sloans  and  their  four 
children  had  moved  to  Mexico 
as  missionaries  six  months  ear¬ 
lier.  Gloria  Sloan,  44,  a  native 
of  El  Salvador,  remembers 
shaking  her  finger  toward  the 
ocean  telling  Satan,  "You  will 
not  get  any  glory  from  what 
has  happened  here  today." 

Though  life  as  she  knew  it 
changed  that  day,  Sloan 
refused  to  give  up  God's  call 
on  her  life  to  be  a  missionary. 
"My  calling  did  not  end  on  that 
beach  the  cay  when  Carla  and 
Gary  died, '  she  said  in  a  2001 
interview.  "Gary  completed 
what  it  v/as  that  Goa  had 
called  him  to  do.  I  have  not. 


"It  is  in  those  moments  of 
deep  darkness  where  we  rec¬ 
ognize  under  whose  light  we 
abide,"  she  said  recently. 

After  taking  six  months  off  to 
grieve  with  relatives  in  Texas, 
Sloan  decided  to  return  to 
Mexico.  She  and  her  children  — 
Alyssia,  Rissa,  and  Alan  — 
moved  to  die  Toluca  Valley 
about  400  miles  north  of 
Chiapas,  where  she  and  her  fam¬ 
ily  had  served  before  the  tragedy 

She  continued  her  work  as  a 
church  planter.  After  six  years 
in  Toluca,  Sloan  had  trained 
local  believers  to  spread  the 
Gospel,  lead  discipieship  train¬ 
ing,  baptize  new  Christians, 
and  sustain  the  work.  In 
September  2005  she  moved  her 
family  to  Mexico  City  to  con¬ 
tinue  planting  churches. 

Before  the  move,  Margarita, 
a  local  pastor  in  Toluca,  told 
Sloan  something  she  will  never 
forget.  "He  told  me,  'Please  for¬ 
give  me  for  what  I'm  about  to 
tell  you.  If  your  husband  would 
not  nave  died,  my  family  would 
not  have  heard  of  die  CospeL" 

At  first  Sloan  didn't  Know 
how  to  respond.  "How  dare  you 
say  that?4”  she  remembered 
dunking.  "If  God  would  have 
given  me  a  choice;  I  probably 
would  have  chosen  my  family 
over  his.  Then  I  thought  what  an 
awesome,  loving,  ana  sovereign 
God  we  have  that  when  I  was 
standing  on  that  beach  losing 
my  loved  ones,  God  was  think 
ipg  .about  Margarita's  family." 


After  to 

Mexico  City,  Sloan 
again  saw  lives  trans¬ 
formed  by  Christ. 

Local  believers  have 
taken  ownership  of 
the  ministry  and  con¬ 
tinue  the  work.  It's 
that  success  that  leads 
Sloan  to  believe  her 
work  there  is  finished. 

Following  her 
assignment  in  the 
States,  Sloan  will 
return  to  Mexico  City 
next  summer  to  pack 
up  her  home  and 
transfer  to  Honduras. 

This  time  it  will  just 
be  her  and  her  son 
Alan,  who  is  15. 

"The  time  is  right," 
she  said,  noting  her 

daugl^  AlyasiK  21,  is  FAMILY  TIES  —  For  Gloria  Sloan,  being  a  single  mother  of  three  children 
Baptist  L^mversitv  Her  ~ '  A,Y**ia'  ,2-  R«a.  and  Alan,  6,  at  toe  time  of  this  photo  —  has  come 
otfcr  daughter  Rissa  wrth  1,5  share  and  proud  moments.  Today  Alyssia,  now  21, 

l^mll  graduate  high  attends,  Pattas  Baptist  University,  fossa,  17  and  her  brodier  Alan,J[5.  both 
isoanu  wouiu  school  in  2011  and  attend  the  same  h.gh  school  m  Texas  their  father  once  attended.  (BP  photo) 
family  would  attend  college  that  fall. 

die  Gospel.'"  Sloan  is  looking  forward  to  Before  Sloan  begins  the  in  my  life  and  how  far  He  has 
didn't  know  her  next  place  of  service.  In  next  chapter  of  her  life  in  a  brought  us,"  she  "and 

her  new  positron,  she  will  new  place,  she  returned  to  you  know,  there  t*  a  church 
help  mobilize  missionary  Playa  Linda  in  2009,  the  beach  now  there  near  that  place  " 
work  in  Honduras,  El  in  Mexico  where  her  husband  Sloan  remains  determined 
Salvador,  and  Nicaragua.  For  and  daughter  drowned  that  God  will  be  pleased  with 

now,  she  is  thankful  that  God  "1  did  a  lot  of  crying  on  that  the  future  chapters  of  her  life, 
has  her  in  Texas  so  Alan  and  trip,"  she  said,  "but  it  was  "1  do  not  want  the  enemy  to 
Rissa  can  attend  the  same  good  crying.  It  was  a  time  of  take  glory  for  anything  that 
high  school  Gary  attended.  victory/  It  was  a  time  of  stand-  happened  on  that  day.  That  is 
Alan  also  plays  on  the  foot-  ing  on  that  beach,  counting  something  that  motivates  me 
ball  team  his  father  once  blessing^...  counting  what  Goa  to  go  on,’  she  raid.  ">»  kw* 
played  on  and  coached.  has  dene  in  the  lives  of  people  as  Cod  pm  at  the  grace. 


7,  and  her  brother  Alan,  15,  both 
father  once  attended.  (BP  photo) 


Sloan  is  looking  forward  to 
her  next  place  of  service.  In 
her  new  positron,  she  will 
help  mobilize  missionary 
work  in  Honduras,  El 
Salvador,  and  Nicaragua.  For 
now,  she  is  thankful  mat  God 
has  her  in  Texas  so  Alan  and 
Rissa  can  attend  the  same 
high  school  Gary  attended. 

Alan  also  plays  on  the  foot¬ 
ball  team  his  father  once 


played  on  and  < 


to  j^o  or 


Come  to  the  Holy  Land  and  Petra 


C  i  \ssini i)  Ads 


A  Bucket  List  of  Blfssings 


K  companies,  but  the  fact  that 

■  /  some  people  who  have  been  off 
C  fr°m  work  "ovT  have  1°**-  and 

rLTISttSinS  fhmgs  seem  to  be  getting  better 

^  across  our  state  and  our  nation 
'  if*  I  am  certainly  not  an  econo- 

rxecuth*  director-treasurer  ^nda^xiei 

Baptist  Convention  Board  family  with  no  job  and  no 
.  .  ■■  ■  — J  money.  Our  country  has  been 

again,  but  I  am  so  thankful  in  the  worst  economic  crisis 
and  blessed  of  God  that  we  that  the  majority  of  our  people 
have  not  had  another  storm.  have  ever  experienced.  It  has 
Reaching  into  the  bucket  certainly  caused  all  of  us  to 
and  taking  out  another  bless-  evaluate  our  priorities,  to 
=-  7  reflect  on  God’s  good-  understand  the  stupidity  of 
ness  toward  us.  I  think  about  debt,  and  for  many  to  find  a 

new  reliance  upon  God.  We 
need  not  forget  any  of  those 
things,  but  we  can  be  thankful 
,  , ,  for  the  blessings  that  come,  as 

Baptists  to  touch  lives.  Over  things  seem  to  improve.  So 
the  past  few  years,  more  than  many  of  our 
200  children  have  come  to  hurting  and  i 
pulled  know  Christ  through  the  min-  ’ 
would  be  how  istry  of  the  Baptist  Children' 
til  I  am  that  no  hurricane  Village.  On  our  college  cam 
come  on  shore  in  \  '  ' 

irs.  who  have 
Christ.  In 

>  as  though  baptisms  are  not 
August  where  we  want  them  to  be, 

am  not  in  a  thousands  have  come  to  know  _ 

God  how  to  Jesus.  In  a  time  of  unprece-  daily  evei 

1  1  dented  economic  downturn  o'clock  to  t .  . . rr.  ... 

and  in  an  environment  where  Prayer.  In  every  county  and  in 
T~~7'p  are  looking  for  hope  churches  in  every  area,  we  will 
that  is  not  hope  and  change  be  focused  on  gathering 
that  does  not  change,  Jesus  around  God's  throne  and  prav- 
Christ  remains  the  powerful,  ing  for  self  that  God  would 
loving,  and  ever  able  Savior  guide  us,  for  servants  who  are 

- >  can  change  a  heart,  m  leadership  and  authority, 

restore  a  broken  life,  and  bring  and  for  souls.  We  will  walk 
joy  where  all  gladness  has  confidently  into  a  New  Year 
been  stripped.  knowing  that  in  those  days 

Recently,  I  was  preaching  in  Jesus  will  still  be  Lord  of  all. 

lurches  and  after  We  will  live  out  those  days 
a  young  woman  withtheknowledgethatwhat- 
t  smile  came  up  to  ever  unseen  and  unknown 
ted  to  tell  me  how  events  may  come,  our  wonder- 
te  to  know  Jesus  ful,  caring  and  powerful  God 
preaching  caring,  still  reigns.  A'ong  with  so 
r  of  mat  church,  many  of  you,  I  am  thankful. 

;ain,  that  is  more  - - - 

it  is  the  exception  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
stood  and  listened  jfutraIQmbcb.org. 
nding  gratitude 
was,  is,  and  must 
in  the  heart  of  the 
matter.  As  Jesus  said,  "I  am  the 
way."  He  indeed  is,  and  He  is 
not  only  the  one  way  to  God, 

He  is  the  only  way  to  every¬ 
thing  that  God  wants  to  do  in 
our  fives.  He  is  the  only  Savior 
and  we  proclaim  Him  with 
clarity,  boldness,  and  love.  He 
comes  and  makes  a  difference. 

Let  me  just  reach  in  and  pull 
one  or  two  more  blessings.  I 
am  thankful  that  the  economy 
is  showing  signs  of  improve¬ 
ment.  I  am  not  iust  talking 
about  dollars  ana  cents  and 
profit  margins  shown  by  some 


passionate  about  doing  some  and  enriched  my  life, 
things  before  they  checked  out.  Throughout  my  adult  life  as  I 
and  so  the  adventure  unfolds  have  sought  to  follow  the  Lord 
as  they  set  out  on  their  journey,  and  serve  Him,  the  Lord  has 
It  is  an  interesting  concept  and  blessed  me  to  serve  alongside 
numerous  folks  nave  told  me  people  one  after  another  by  the  ing,  I 

that  it  is  a  moving  film.  As  we  dozens.  Today,  I  have  the  priv-  i _ ; 

approach  the  thanksgiving  ilege  of  serving  Mississippi  the  thousands  of  souls  that 
Season,  I  got  to  thinking  about  Baptists.  I  am  constantly  over-  have  been  saved  in  our 
things  for  which  I  am  so  deeply  whelmed  by  the  team  of  peo-  churches  and  through  the  min- 
grateful  and  I  began  to  contem-  pie  who  serve  you  and  bless  istries  provided  by  Mississippi 
plate  a  Bucket  List  of  Blessings,  me.  My  bucket  would  be  filled  ”  -* 

I  have  a  few  weird  and  warped  with  blessings  if  I  stopped 
things  that  I  thought  about  there,  but  it  doesn't, 
wanting  to  do  before  the  end  of  A  second  blessing 
life,  but  the  reality  is  that  the  from  the  bucket 
Lord  has  blessed  me  in  so  -  -  -  - 

many  ways  and  allowed  me  to  _  _  Hi  _ 

do  things,  go  places,  be  with  Mississippi  in  over  five 
people,  and  accomplish  more  Our  last  visit  was  enough  for 
than  I  could  have  ever  imag-  us  to  deal  with  for  25  years 
ined.  I  am  blessed  and  I  am  Ms.  Katrina  arrived  in  / 
grateful.  2005.  I  certain! 

If  1  had  a  bucket  filled  with  position  to  tell _ _ 

a  list  of  the  top  blessings  that  I  manage  and  direct  hurricanes, 

could  just  pull  out  one  at  a  and  I  absolutely  do  not  want _ 

time,  any  one  of  them  could  be  anyone  anywhere  to  have  to  people 
number  one  but  for  sure,  I  deal  with  the  winds,  waters,  **  ' 
would  place  up  near  the  top  the  and  the  disruptions  of  a  hurri- 
joys  and  the  blessings  that  cane,  but  I  am  so  blessed  that 
have  been  mine  to  share  life's  we  have  not  had  one  of  any 
journey  with  family,  friends,  category  to  come  on  our  coast,  who 
and  wonderful  co-workers.  I  When  Katrina  blew  in  and 
have  been  blessed  to  live  with  brought  havoc  to  the  entire 
and  around  great  and  gifted  southeastern  coastline  from  , 

^  associated  New  Orleans  and  across 

gifted  but  were  even  more  everyday  was^dealinT^ wit?i 
am^j‘u8  ^  y  ?°?  hurt  loss,  brokenness,  rebuild- 

could  have  provided  me  with  a  ing,  and  the  renewal  of  peo- 

mate,  children  and  their  spous-  pie  s  fives  and  our  churches _ _ _ 

es,  and  their  children  who  across  the  coast.  Having  lived  through  the 
would  bless  and  encourage  my  on  the  coast  and  having  loved  and  Sinistr 

b°*  fc: people  and  the  places  Time  and  a; 

1  h*ve  been  ami  often  seeing  what  was  and  the  rule  thar 
wicircled  by  frrends,  pastors,  would  never  be  again,  I  won-  to  die  rule.  I 
church  members,  and  jay  peo-  dered  how  in  the  world  We  to  her  iitv 


IBLIOCIPi 


NRTD  NRT  HLTOPWTD 


NO  GDW  HLPDSTO 


OEIARN  NE  YPDW  ESS 


ive  been 
les  have 

been  struggling,  but  God  has 
s  not  forsaken  us. 

„  - „ -  Finally,  I  am  thankful  that 

puses,  we  have  seen  hundreds  the  future  is  bright.  We  are  not 
L  3  come  to  know  far  from  the  conclusion  of 
our  churches,  2010,  and  we  will  launch  into  a 
package  of  days  known  as 
2011.  Here  in  Mississippi  thou¬ 
sands  of  us  will  be  meeting 
before  8 
lississippi  in 
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GAGPDON 


WGDPTB  SEDSTLDPDA 


NRT  VPDAWEC;  QIN 
NRTX  SEIBW  YPDW  DEDT 


ESSGOPED  DEI  YGIBN; 
YELGOCISR  GO  RT  ZGO 
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ZGO  NRTLT  GDX  TLLEL  EL 
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any 


WGDPTB  OPN;  YEIL 


enurcn  members,  and  lay  peo¬ 
ple  young  and  old,  who  have 
served  and  not  only  encour¬ 
aged  me  but  have  challenged 


LOOXAHOMA  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

in  Senatobia,  MS  is  currently  seeking  a 
part-time  youth  minister.  Send  resume 
to  808  Lyles  Rd.  Senatobia,  MS  38668 
O'  leave  message  662-562-6447. 

THE  MUSIC  SEARCH  COMMITTEE 
or  First  Baptist  Coldwater  is  seeking 
a  part-time  Worship  Leader.  Please 
send  resumes  to  P.O.  Box  3-47, 
Coldwater,  MS  38618  or  fbcoldwa 
terebellsouth.net. 

magnolia  baptist  church  in 

Laurej  MS  is  looking  for  a  Bi 
Vocational  Minister  of  Music. 
Please  send  resume  to:  Magnolia 


mat  i  nave  watched  as  our 
people  on  the  coast,  and  espe¬ 
cially  our  saints  on  the  coast, 
found  new,  creative,  innova¬ 
tive,  and  determined  ways  to 
go  on  serving  the  Lord.  They 
were  and  continue  to  be  a 
blessing  to  me  and  to  anyone 
who  has  any  awareness  of 


February  7-16, 2011 
$3,299  from  Jackson,  MS 
or  Memphis,  TN 


what  they  have  been  througl 
and  what  they  are  doing.  Its 
storm  had  come,  we  woulc 
have  done  everything  human¬ 
ly  possible  to  respond 


n  invites  you  to  join 


tvangefcst  Gary  Botebt  nBjpfl  and  1st  wife.  Norma,  on  to*  30th 
EESSd'j  After  lm  days  teeing  Ihe  rights 

around  the  Saa  of  Galilee  we  tourney  nto  Jordan  mMt 

Wtere  Moswtookad  rnlo  Hgjfcs*  j  Ihe  Promsed  Land,  then  to  Petra 

Twtan‘en'  BKgl  C*y  of  prophecy  We  then  travel  lo 
tu  RadSaa,8nd»wDaad  Saa  We  two  enpy  two  days  in 

JaraaalMi.  anding  at  tw  Garden  Tomb.  You  «•  be  kupfcadon  Ns  Chretien 
tourtedbyaJeatehguldeuhototeeJeeUB  Jan  ue  tor  Hit  Up  of  a  Uterine! 

n0*^  ^  Evangelist  &  M n.  Gary  Bowlin 


once 


STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS  SEBREN’S 


and  repairs. 


Senatobia  MS  is  seeking  a  part-time 
Minister  of  Students  to  work  with 
Ibuth  and  College  age.  If  interested, 
please  email  resume  to 


STAFF  POSITION  ENTERPRISE 
Baptist  Church  in  Enterprise,  MS  is 
accepting  resumes'  for  a  Full-time 
Minister  of  Students.  Please  send 


x  19th  annual 
h  Nativity 

11, 6  -  9  p.m.. 


buying  supplies  for  the 
children's  ministry  of 
Finger  Lakes  Association 
in  New  York. 


Spiritual  warfare  almost  killed  once-haunted 


VALASSKE  MEZIRICI,  Czech  Things  began  to  change  when  Cemy 
Republic  (BP)  —  Petr  Cemy  (not  his  real  met  Mark  and  Vesta  Sauter.  Southern 
name)  thought  he  was  losing  his  mind.  Baptist  missionaries  from  Indiana  and 
He  saw  demons  —  hideous,  seething  Texas,  respectively.  Supported  by  the 
creatures  bulging  through  the  walls  of  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  and 
his  bedroom  like  something  from  a  hor-  the  Cooperative  Program,  they'd  come 
ror  movie.  They  were  speaking  to  him,  the  Czech  Republic  to  start  churches 
using  sign  language.  "Preserve  your  life,  among  the  country's  50,000  deaf  and 
Kill  net  Stab  your  wife?"  they  signed  had  arranged  to  speak  at  the  city's  deaf 
Cemy,  a  43-year-old  Czech  laborer,  community  center  where  Cemy  and 
didn't  understand  what  was  happening,  his  friends  hung  out 
but  this  mindless,  absolute,  frantic  terror  "We'd  just  come  out  of  communism 
was  seal.  Escape  was  his  only  thought,  and  all  these  religions  were  coming  to 
Cemy's  wife  and  son  watched  in  honor  town  _  Jehovah's  Witnesses  and  sects, 
as  he  ran  to  the  balcony  of  die  family's  So,  I  came  out  of  curiosity,'  Cemy  says. 


Hopeful  he  could  walk  again,  the 
Sauters  persuaded  Cemy  to  accompa¬ 
ny  them  to  a  hospital  in  Prague  where 
he  might  receive  better  care.  He  even- 


tors  During  that  time,  the  Sauters  and  Cemy's  relationship  with  Jesus  was  how 
unk,  their  Czech  church-planting  partner  his  relationship  with  Mana  changed, 
but  Anna  Smoikova.  who  also  is  deit  took  "He  never  cared  about  what  made  me 
had  turns  caring  for  Cemy  as  he  recovered.  happy,”  Maria  says,  "and  suddenly 
».  "I  'I  thought  'These  people  love  what  made  me  happy  was  important... 
did-  me,"  Cemy  says.  "They  were  believ-  He  became  a  helpmate  and  a  partner 
that  era,  true  believers  so  unlike  anything  Maria  continues,  "There's  not  a  day 
s.  I'd  seen,  and  so  unlike  the  Catholics  that  goes  by  [tnat  he  doesn't  ask  for  for- 
I  the  that  were  in  my  life...  They  became  givenessj-.  People  look  at  me  and  say, 
legs,  family  to  me  ana  they  emulated  what  lou're  out  of  your  mind.  Your  husband 
he  the  Scriptures  say  a  Christian  is.  is  just  grora  [because  of  his  past)—  You 

rain.  "It  wasn't  just  a  religion  these  people  are  so  gullible.  Why  are  you  staying 
tded  practiced,  going  to  church,  making  con-  with  him?'  but  for  me,  there's  peace. 
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*2500  by  collecting  $*22. 

2.  Centerville  Church, 
Carroll  County,  ordained 
Gerald  Johnson  as  deacon 
Oct  17.  Shown  are  William 
Barren  tine,  Jr,  Johnson,  and 
pastor  Gary  Moose. 

3.  ML  Creek  Church, 
Florence,  recently  recog¬ 
nized  Belle  Barron  for 
teaching  Sunday  School 
since  the  mid-1940's.  She 
has  taught  Primaries, 
Sunbeams,  Young  Adults, 
and  is  currently  teaching 
the  Naomi-Lydu  cUst. 

4.  First  Church,  Byhalia,  rec¬ 
ognized  J.B.  Going  for  his 
service  as  deacon  for  53 
years  and  church  treasurer 
tor  49  years.  He  received  a 
plaque  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  taken  to  lunch. 
Shown  are  Mike  Hamblin, 
Jim  Story,  Bill  Dawson, 
Going,  George  Bristow, 
Russ  McClure,  Larry 
Hearn,  and  Mike  Everett. 

5.  Fellowship  Church, 


ordained  John  C.  Moore  as 


McHann,  Moore,  and 
tor  Dickie  Bryan. 


ordained  Carl  Widdig  as 
deacon  Oct.  24.  Shown, 
seated,  are  Widdig  and  his 
wife  Eleanor;  standing, 
Bert  McLaurin,  Anthony 
Kay,  pastor  Michael  Hunt, 
Robert  Wall,  and 
Talmadge  Baughn. 

7.  The  RA's  from  Newhebron 
Church,  Newhebron, 
attended  a  Mississippi 


30.  Shown  are  Barry 
McCooL  Hayden  Groover, 
Cole  Groover,  Jack  Chavis, 
Wyatt  Lott,  Eli  Riley, 
Trustin  Henderson,  and 
Mike  Cooper. 

*.  Midway  Church, 

Newton,  had  their  third 
roadside  cleanup  Oct.  2, 
picking  up  440  pounds  of 
garbage.  Shown  an.-  the 


8.  Midway  Church,  Newton 


The  youth  of  Fellowship 
Church,  Ellisville,  took 
part  in  Veteran's  Day  ser¬ 
vices,  honoring  military 
men  and  women  by  col¬ 
lecting  boxes  to  be 
shipped  to  soldiers  for 
Christmas.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 


Students  taking  up  cause  of  imprisoned  Christian 


Students  at  a  middle  For  moat  of  his  time  in  iaiL  Shi,  39,  was  held 
«en  praying  for  two  without  charges,  contrary  toCWse  law.  He  was 
u  Weihan,  a  Chinese  sentenced  in  June  2009  to  three  years  in  prison 
us  home  country  for  and  a  fine  of  nearly  $22j000,  presumably  for “gfo- 
j  8*1  business  practices."  The  time  he  had  already 
spent  m  Jail  would  count  toward  his  sentence, 
mtian  Middle  School  At  that  time,  supporters  surmised  that  he  would 

°*  be  released  in  November  2010,  three  years  after  his 
fShisphghtasaper-  original  arrest.  With  the  arrival  of  November  and 
He  led  his  students  to  no  word  of  his  release;  ChinaAid  told  Baptist  Press 
her  Sto,  as  they  call  now  is  expected  to  be  set  free  in  February 

red  to  do  so,  especial-  The  founder  of  the  first  Christian  private 
ed  release  draws  near,  school  in  Beijing  told  ChinaAid  that  Shis  wile; 

T^,^arirted>  Jb’fr  sported  Shi  is  'doing  fine  and  wiD 

oty  Spirit  Trading  Co.  be  released  in  foe  coming  February  * 
hnstian  materials  that  An  anonymous  source  told  Baptist  Press  the 

(  hiniK^i  rrmrn  mmn.it  -  - t _ • _ _  nt _ •  *.  •  . 


toe  materials  rather  than  selling  them. 

In  January  2006,  Shi  was  released  due  to  insuf¬ 
ficient  evidence  but  was  arrested  again  two 
months  later  and  held  with  virtually  no  commu¬ 
nication  with  his  family  or  attorney. 


1AJLED  CHRISTIAN  —  Shi  Weihan  (left),  a  Christian  bookstore 
owner,  is  being  held  in  a  Chinese  prison  for  dritribubng  Christian 
literature  while  his  wife  Zhang  ling  (right)  and  students  at  a  middfe 
school  in  Arizona  prays  for  hs  release.  (BP  photo) 


adults  whom  they  serve. 

WCU  win  host  a  n— pm 
wide  Christmas  dinner  at 
4:45  pm.  in  Wilkes  Dining 
HaD  an  Thursday,  December 
2.  The  annual  'Christmas 
Vespers  and  Hantongaf  the 
Green'  service  win  follow  at 
6  pm.  in  Smith  Auditorium 
in  the  Thomas  Fine  Arts 
Center  Free. 


The  Mississippi  College's 
(MO  Department  of 
Communications  is  pre¬ 
senting  The  Best  Christmas 
Pageant  Ever  at  Swor 
Auditorium.  Showtimes  are 
10  am  Dec  1, 2, 3  phis  730 
pan.  Dec  2.  Performances 
are  2  p.m.  Dec.  4-5. 
Tickets,  $7  general  admis¬ 
sion;  $5,  students,  senior 
citizens,  and  MC  (acuity 
and  staff;  and  $4  groups  of 
30  or  more.  For  reserva¬ 
tions,  call  (601)925-3935. 


Mississippi  Legislature  dur¬ 
ing  the  Higher  Education 
Appreciation  Day  -  Working 
(or  Academic  Excellence 
(HEADWAE)  program. 
Shown  are  Harris  and  Feesc 


the  state.  Milton  Wheeler 
a  professor  of  history,  will 
receive  the  2010 
Mississippi  Humanities 
Teacher  of  the  Year  for 
WCU.  He  was  chosen 
based  on  his  outstanding 
scholarship,  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  contributions 
to  WCU. 


on  the  WCU  Tradition 
campus,  was  named  as 
the  Clinical  Mental 
Health  Counselor  of  the 
Year  at  the  Mississippi 
Counseling  Association 
60th  Annual  Conference 
Awards  Luncheon  held 
on  November  4  in 
Jackson.  The  Mississippi 
Counselor  Association  is 
composed  of  creden- 
tialed,  professional  coun¬ 
selors  who  work  to  pro¬ 
mote  positive  develop¬ 
ment  and  adjustments 
among  the  children  and 


special  operations  flight  sur¬ 
geon,  Green  stayed  with 
nussem  on  me  rugnx  ot  nts 
capture  where  he  spent  five 
hours  in  conversation  with 
him.  The  pubbc  is  invited  to 
attend-  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Barbara  Hamilton 
at  (601)  3166524. 


6  Christmas  memories  will 
be  made  wain  at  MCs 
Festival  of  Lights.  The 
festival  of  holiday  season 
music  marks  its  25th 
anniversary  with  perfor¬ 
mances  set  for  December 
2-4  at  MCs  historic 
Provine  Chapel.  The  MC 
Singers  will  headline  the 
program  with  help  from  a 
70- member  reunion  choir 
from  past  years  during 
the  first  performance  on 
Dec.  3.  Tickets  cost  SI  5 
for  adults  and  $5  students 
and  are  now  on  sale  at  the 
Department  of  Music  in 
Avert  Hall.  Each  perfor¬ 
mance  will  begin  at  730 
p.m.  For  additional  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  purchase 
tickets,  call  Dottie  Serio  at 
the  Music  Department  at 
(601)925-3440; 


WCU's  Baptist  Student 
Union  (BSU)  held  its  2nd 
Annual  Missions  Banquet 
on  November  15  at  4j0  - 
6  p.m.  in  the  Student 
Conference  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus. 
BSU  has  set  a  goal  to  raise 
$10,  000  to  help  support 
WCU  students  going  on 
mission  trips  during  the 
2010-2011  academic  year. 
The  evening  included  a 
steak  and  potato  dinner, 
speakers,  and  a  silent 
auction.  Jess  Jennings,  an 
International  Mission 
Board  (1MB)  missionary 
to  the  Philippines,  was 


(WCU)  associate 
of  biology  Rand 


6.  Each  year,  the  Mississippi 
Humanities  Council  pre¬ 
sents  the  Humanities 
Teacher  Award  to  one  fac¬ 
ulty  member  at  each  high¬ 
er  learning  institution  in 


Family  of  Billy  and  Margaret  Barron  would  like  to 


Anniversary.  Billy  and  Margaret  were  married  on  December  3, 1 960  in  Trenton,  GA.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children;  Adrian  Barron  and  wife  Brenda  of  Lawrenceville,  Georgia,  Alisa  Drake  and 
husband  David  of  ftari,  Mississippi.  They  have  three  grandchildren  and  one  gyeat-pandchild.  They  hawe 
celebrated  their  lives  in  serving  our  Lord  and  Savior  as  missionaries  and  in  their  present  role  of  pasturing 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  in  Ebenezer,  Mississippi.  The  couple  will  celebrate  the  occasion  with  family  and 
friends  on  December  4, 201 0  at  a  reception  held  at  the  Holmes  County  Baptist  Association  buikfing  in 
\ _  Lexington,  Mississippi.  We  love  you  both-  Hippy  Anniversary! _ / 
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Call  Toll  Free  800  370  6180 


Quran] 


PRECIOUS  TIME  —  Asia  Noreen  (center),  who  has  been  sentenced  to  death  for  allegedly  blas¬ 
pheming  Islam's  prophet  Muhammad,  spends  a  few  moments  with  two  daughters  after  one  of  her 
court  hearings  on  charges  that  she  blasphemed  Islam's  prophet  Muhammad.  (BP  photo) 


pressure  from  area  Islamists  Noreen  said,  "but  fire  fact  is 
convicted  her  under  Pakistan's  that  I  said  I  was  tony  for  any 
widely  condemned  blasphemy  word  that  I  may  have  said  dur- 
statutes  on  Nov.  &  ing  the  argument  that  may 

" I  don't  know  why,  when  I  have  hurt  their  feelings." 
walked  into  court  that  day,  I  Police  arrived  as  they  were 
Just  knew/  she  said,  tears  beating  Noreen  and  took  her 
returning  to  her  eyes  and  her  into  custody,  where  they  terns- 
voice  shaking,  "and  when  the  tered  a  case  under  Section  295- 
|udge  announced  my  death  C  of  the  blasphemy  laws 


even  once  for  my  statement  in  the  complainant  [Saalim]  was 
court,  not  by  the  lawyers  and  never  present  at  the  scene." 
not  by  the  fudge."  Noreen  said  she  has  been 

'After  this,  I  have  lost  hope  heartbroken  and  shattered 
in  any  kind  of  Justice  being  since  the  conviction.  Her  hus- 
given  to  me."  band  immediately  tried  to  con- 

in  an  interview  with  sole  her.  "Everything  will  be 
Compaas  Direct  News  at  the  Just  fine,  you  just  have  to  stay 
foil  northwest  of  Lahore  in  steadfast  tn  your  faith,"  Masin 
Pakistan's  Punjab  Province,  told  her.  "All  of  us  are  here 
Noreen  said  the  triggering  beside  you.  Everyone  is  pray- 
mcident  resulted  from  a  ing  for  you." 

'planned  conspiracy"  to  His  words  seemed  to  give 
'teach  bar  a  lesson,*  as  people  her  some  hope,  but  she  turned 
in  her  village  about  75  lulome-  and  asked  Compass  a  question 
ters  (47  miles)  from  Lahore  that  no  one  has  been  able  to 
resented  her  and  her  family  answer  for  her.  "How  cam  an 
because  of  a  few  mishaps.  innocent  person  be  accused, 
'What  my  village  people  have  a  case  in  court  after  a  false 
have  accused  me  of  is  a  com-  FIR  [First  Information  Report], 
piete  He."  Noreen  said.  "I  had  and  then  be  oven  the  death 
previously  had  a  row  over  a  sentence,  without  even  once 
trivial  issue  of  water  running  taking  into  consideration  what 
out  of  my  house  onto  the  he  or  she  has  to  say?" 
street,  and  a  man  called  Ttifail 
verbally  abused  me  On 


,  who  has  been  minis- 
to  Noreen  during  her 

,  — ,, -  - snent  and  was  present  at 

about  30  women,  they  again  all  hearings  told  Compass  that 
asked  me  to  convert  to  Islam.'  the  Judge  had  retired  to  his 
Noreen  said  the  women  of  the  chambers  three  times  before 
village  frequently  asked  her  to  announcing  the  verdict 
renounce  Ouiatianity  while  they  "He  was  visibly  tense,"  the 
worked  in  the  fields,  and  that  she  pastor  said.  "The  presence  of 


Learn  about  a  safe 
investment  that  beats  low 
bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Die  Case  for  the  Christian  Life: 
Life  Worth  Sharing 

Romans  1:14-17;  9:1-3;  10:1,14-15;  5:17-20 


choice  of  words,  but 
upon  the  Word  of 
God.  Since  every  per¬ 
son  alive  needs  the 
good  news  of  Christ, 

.  , _ _ _  n  -  --  share  God's  Word  with 

£  was  »Ueg»l  «n  Ihe  1st  vour  personal  testimony, 
or  her  fcn*  Omtury.  The  gospel  however  Neither  can  be  refuted.  People 
ve*e  »  not  some  statement  of  beliefs  may  refuse  to  behave,  but they 
**ls  *°  w™ch  to  adhere,  nor  is  it  a  cannot  refute  your  experience 

«wwJNo,  need  by  which  to  live,  with  Christ,  nor  the  enduring 
we  not  only  According  to  Romans  1:16,  "it  Wwd  of  God.  Isaiah  40£  read* 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salva-  The  grass  withereth,  the 
hon  to  everyone  that  believeth;  flower  fadeth:  but  the  word  of 
to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  our  God  shall  stand  for  ever" 
tW  (KJV).  God  said  it  That  settles 

The  gospel  or  eiMvwfkm  in  it  whether  you  believe  it  or  not 
the  Greek,  from  which  the  Note  that  Paul  said  the 
word  evangelism  is  derived,  gospel  is  the  power  of  God 
means  good  news,  or  glad  tid-  unto  salvation.  God's  Wbrd 
ings.  The  saving  power  of  changes  lives  and  saves  souls. 
Christ  for  lost  sinners  is  truly  Share  God's  Word  and  your 
good  news.  That  we  do  not  testimony  with  lost  people  and 
have  to  try  to  save  ourselves  is  see  what  God  can  do.  A  simple 
liberating  news.  mnemonic  tool  to  remember 

The  good  news  of  God  the  gospel  is  A-B-C,  or  Admit 
changes  lives,  but  your  words  Believe,  and  Confess, 
of  persuasion  do  not  If  you  Admtit  to  God  that  you  are  a 
could  talk  people  into  heaven,  sinner  and  mdmit  that  you  can- 


JvaborL  Imagine  Christians  are  to  pray  for 
r  or  relative  ten  the  salvation  of  the  lost  and 
*  their  death,  share  Christ  with  them  in 
»ve  thought  it  an  Gods  power  to  the  best  of 
rou  had  shared  their  abilities.  If  the  gospel  is 
cm  then?  worth  sharing,  and  people 

ot  become  com  without  Christ  are  last  and 
our  responsible  headed  for  heO,  then  we  must 
g  the  gospel  AH  be  intentional  in  sharing  the 
the  Lord  Jesus  gospel  with  the  lost.  We  have 
fist,  they  are  our  marching  orders.  Let's  get 
•ell  and  eternal  to  it.  In  Romans  1:16  Paul 
reated  for  Satan  wrote. "  For  1  am  not  ashamed 
Jesus  died  for  of  the  gospel  of  Christ" 
f  people  with  (KJVJ.  Are  you? 


have  the 


15,  "Go  ye  into  all 
preach  the  gospel 
re,"  (KJV).  Ln  Acts 


the  world,  and 


to  every  creature,"  (KJV) _ 

1:8  Jesus  said,  "But  ye  shall 
receive  powee  after  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you: 
and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all 
Judaea,  and  in  Samaria,  and 
unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
earth'  (KJV). 

Jesus  Himself  commanded 
that  we  share  the  gospel  with 


ig  firm  this  letter  acknowledging  text  of  the  befievex.  By  terms,  itisa4'X2'  piece  of  wood  words  c 

*  term  God  is  sufficient  Pauls  first  hath  we  accept  and  put  an  the  covered  in  leather  For  th  and  ma 

•ds  like  instruction  is  "be  strengthened  armor  as  wefl  and  take  up  the  believer  it  is  Kvarw  hath  that  man.  B 

he  two  by  file  Lead  and  by  As  vast  weapons  to  stand  firm.  The  trusts  in  God  to  fight  Satan  an)  chains,  ; 

belong  strength*  (Ephesians  6:  Id  armor  has  to  be  worn  to  protect  his  message.  Salvation  is  the  boldly  f 

brings  HCSB).  'Be  strengthened'  is  in  us  not  omitting  any  part  of  it  helmet  that  protects  the  rare! — 

ve  ana  the  present  tense;  therefore  not-  There  are  six  pieces  of  armor  controlled  bv  God.  As  stated  in  Ej 

varfare  ing  a  continuing  process  to  mentioned,  three  of  which  are  to  2  Peter  3k  18  "But  grow  in  the  As  th 
5,  hate,  remain  prepared  in  the  strength  be  worn  continuously —  grace  and  knowledge  of  our  Paul's  a 

it  is  a  to  withkand  daily  encounters,  belt/ truth,  chest  cover /right-  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ"  ers  and 

nd  well  The  phrase  ‘in  the  Lord'  is  a  eousness  and  sandak/gospd  of  (HCSB).  The  sword  of  the  Spoil  age  the 

I  temp-  reminder  that  the  believer  can-  peace.  The  other  three  pieces  of  is  the  Wad  of  God  that  is  sharp  Mend  tt 

l  Paul  not  strengthen  himself  but  must  armor  are  kept  dose  at  hand  for  and  can  pierce  the  inner  heart  of  about  h 

prepa-  trust  in  the  greater  power  of  ffie  when  the  fighting  begins —  man  with  God's  truth.  Satan  can  Peace.  V 

nee  nis  Lord.  The  spiritual  warfare  is  shield /faith,  helmet /salvation  be  defeated  by  the  living  Word  blessing 

Mild  be  not  against  man',  'flesh  and  and  Sward/God's  Word.  Let's  af  God.  'who  ha 

ns  and  blood  (Ephesians  6: 12,  HCSB)  get  a  doser  look  at  each  piece  of  Pray  Always  our  L 

all,  he  but  against  evil — a  demonic  the  armor.  Truth  is  worn  as  a  belt  Ephesians  6:18-20  (Ephesia 

soldier  group  that  with  Satan,  attacks  that  win  defeat  Satan  every  time,  Paul's  instruction  for  pray- 

s  of  the  believers.  The  second  instruc-  an  integrating  force  in  the  victo-  ing  takes  many  forms — a’)  Moon 

bon  is  to  "take  up  the  full  armor  rious  Christian-  Righteousness  times,  in  the  Spirit  alert  with  Meadow 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  pubksh 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  tor  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standantzed 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  Al  artr 
cies  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
win  be  aocepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
maii  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attache. ants  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible 


Stuggling  Nepal,  Bhutan  refugees  see  light  of  Gospel 


during  the  joint  service. 

An  excited  Samuel  Cho,  72,  pastor 
of  both  The  Nepal  Baptist  Church  of 
Baltimore  and  The  Bhutan  Baptist 
Church,  welcomed  the  diverse  con¬ 
gregation  of  170,  a  mixture  mostly  of 
Nepali  and  Bhutanese  as  well  as  some 
Korean,  Filipino,  Indian,  white  and 
African  Americans.  The  First 
Secretary  for  the  Nepali  Ambassador 
for  the  United  States,  Ananda  Sharma, 
was  an  honored  guest  and  speaker. 

'I'm  going  to  give  you  one  of  the 
best  messages  of  the  Bible,  because  I 
love  you  so  much,"  Cho  said  from  the 
pulpit.  The  sermon.  You  Must  Be  Bom 
Again,  taken  from  John  3,  is  Cho's 
favorite  for  inviting  people  to  know 
Jesus.  A  North  American  Mission 
Board  missionary,  Cho  is  no  stranger 
to  giving  that  invitation  wherever  ne 
goes,  wasting  no  time  sharing  the 
Gospel  and  praying  for  a  harvest. 

After  worship,  tne  group  joined  in 
with  about  80  others  who  had  come 
for  the  Nepali  festival  and  free  med¬ 
ical  fair.  Volunteers  from  the  church 
served  traditional  Nepali  food  while 
festival-goers  could  choose  to  receive 
haircuts  and  clothing,  along  with 
blood  pressure  checks  and  other  tests. 


During  luncl 


OPEN  WIDE  —  Young  Chul  Kim  jung  gives  a  dental  screening  at  the  me< 
Baptist  Church  of  Baltimore.  Kim  and  his  wife  Jung  Hyun  Kim,  both  membei 
'  Silver  Spring,  Md.,  volunteered  their  services  for  the  fair.  (BP  photo) 


beamed  and  Mid,  I  m  so  happy.  under  a  tree  outside  and  talk  and  share  Cho  also  had  been  reading  articles  tireless  Cho  heads  over  for  an  after- 
Baltimore  is  home  to  about  3,000  the  Gospel  with  the  refugees  one  by  one.  about  the  Nepali  and  the  plight  of  the  noon  service  at  The  Bhutan  Baptist 
N*P*]i*  and  about  500  Bhutanese  He  said  mothers  would  ask  him,  Bhutanese  refugees.  Cho,  wno  at  15  Church  which  meets  at  The  Moravia 
refugees.  To  serve  this  growing  com-  "How  can  we  protect  our  children  if  had  to  leave  his  home  in  Korea  for  Assembly  of  God  which  is  within 
munity,  the  medical  fair  was  launched  we  come  to  America?"  They  had  heard  some  months  during  the  Korean  War,  walking  distance  of  its  members, 
five  years  ago  by  The  Nepal  Baptist  of  the  high  crime  rate  and  of  sexual  said  he  could  somewhat  identify  with  The  church  has  grown  to  about  70 

«««*,*•  Baltimore  along  with  assaults  and  were  fearful  and  con-  the  refugee  life.  members  and  works  with  the 

Global  Mission  Church,  a  Southern  cemed  about  their  daughters,  he  said.  Later  in  2005,  the  waitress,  Nina  Maryland  Food  Bank  to  distribute 
Baptist  church  in  nearby  Silver  That  summer,  200  people  made  pro-  Shrestha,  helped  Cho  start  the  The  food  to  the  community. 

Spring,  Md.,  which  provides  medical  fessions  of  faith,  Cho  said.  The  next  Nepal  Baptist  Church  by  opening  her  Cho  helps  members  of  the 

V  ■®L*e  ,  *r  .  y**r  when  be  returned  to  the  camp,  home  in  an  apartment  complex  in  Bhutanese  congregation  look  for  work 

In  2005,  Cho  planted  The  Nepal  another  500  accepted  Christ.  As  a  Baltimore  County  where  many  Nepali  and  gives  them  referrals  when  he  can. 
Baptist  Church,  the  first  Nepali  result  Cho  planted  three  Baptist  lived  for  fellowship  and  Bible  study.  Together  both  churches  are  sup- 

Baptist  church  in  the  United  States,  churches  in  Nepal  with  support  from  Sometimes  just  a  few  would  come  and  porting  Cho’s  new  free-of-charge 
The  medical  fair  helped  introduce  the  The  Nepal  Baptist  Church  of  Baltimore,  then  small  groups  of  10  or  12  began  Bible  school.  The  International  Bible 
new  congregation  to  the  community  Cho  has  been  busy  planting  churches  coming  weekly,  she  said.  Study  of  Baltimore,  which  held  its 

and  allowed  the  church  to  provide  ever  since  he  finished  seminary  in  1999  "Once  I  believed  in  Jesus,  I  told  my  opening  session  in  September  at  The 
*°Te  5ELH5 h-«*eded  service.  at  the  age  of  66.  When  he  accepted  Christ  friends  and  family,"  Shrestha  said.  Nepal  Baptist  Church. 

In  2008,  Baltimore  began  receiving  at  age  40,  the  former  accountant  said  he  "What  Jesus  sacrificed  for  us  really  Cho  says  his  dream  is  to  disciple 

some  of  the  first  wave  of  Bhutanese  bargained  with  God  that  if  He  would  let  touched  my  heart.  As  a  Hindu,  there  and  educate  the  Nepali  and 
refugees  coming  to  the  United  States,  him  pass  the  CPA  exam  and  heal  him  are  lots  of  gods,  and  we  didn't  have  Bhutanese  so  some  can  become  mis- 
Qio  went  to  the  airport  to  meet  some  from  his  debilitating  headaches,  he  anygod  like  that."  sionaries  or  pastors  and  spread  the 

families  and  invited  them  for  fellowship,  would  be  about  the  Lord's  work.  The  church  grew  and  later  met  in  Gospel  in  the  United  States  as  well  as 

■  “'e7extc?VP*0*^e,r*'h*  said,  tne  Little  did  Cho  know  how  God  the  conference  room  of  the  Baltimore  in  their  native  countries, 

aty  likely  will  receive  another  500  would  use  him  after  accepting  his  Baptist  Association,  officially  forming  Cho  said  he  teaches  them,  "When 

Bhutanese  out  of  the  60,000  total  refugees  offer.  In  1999,  Cho  first  planted  a  in  2006.  Today,  Cho  said  tne  church  you  were  a  refugee  you  were  mistreat- 
who  eventually  will  immigrate  to  the  Korean  church,  begun  in  an  apart-  has  about  50  members  and  meets  in  ed,  but  now  you  are  equal  and  made 
United  States  from  Nepal.  In  the  1990s,  ment  complex  in  Baltimore  County  the  chapel  of  Govans  Boundary  in  the  image  of  God." 
more  than  100,000  ethnic  Nepalese  of  with  Global  Mission  Church,  where  Methodist  Church. 

Hindu  background  were  evicted  from  he  served  for  five  years  es  pastor.  "Right  now,”  Shrestha  said,  "people 

Bhutan.  Many  have  lived  in  refugee  At  the  time,  he  and  Young  frequent-  are  understanding  the  difference 

camps  in  Nepal  for  the  last  18  years.  In  ed  a  Korean  restaurant  where  they  soon  between  Hinduism)  and  Christianity, 

2008,  they  were  allowed  to  immigrate  to  met  a  Nepali  waitress  and  her  husband,  and  the  church  is  growing." 

the  United  States  and  other  countries.  The  Chos  became  friends  with  the  In  2008,  Cho  planted  The  Bhutan 
In  Nepal,  outside  a  Bhutanese  refugee  Hindu  couple  and  led  them  to  Christ.  Baptist  Church.  Small  groups  first  met 
camp  while  on  a  mission  trip  in  2008  The  friendship  seemed  providential  as  in  nomes  in  the  apartment  community 

with  his  wife  Young,  Cho  began  reach-  it  sparked  an  interest  for  Cho  in  the  where  the  incoming  refugees  first  set-  _ _  _  „ 

ing  the  Bhutanesepeople.  Not  allowed  Nepali  people,  though  he  said  "it's  hard  tie.  After  Sunday  morning  worship  a  member  of  First  Chufo 

inside  the  camp,  Cho  said  he  would  sit  to  explain  how  the  Spirit  moves."  with  The  Nepal  Baptist  Church,  the  The  Baptist  Record  regrets 
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Hard  soil,  tough  Christians  sowing  seeds  of  ministry 


MALI  (BP)  —  It  was  spring 
in  western  Africa  and  the  previ¬ 
ous  year's  meager  harvest  had 
been  eaten.  The  crops  for  that 
year  had  not  even  been  plant¬ 
ed.  For  Malians  dealing  with 
years  of  drought,  poor  crop 
production  and  resulting 
hunger,  timing  is  everything. 

International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  missionary  Steve  Roach 
and  wife  Susan  are  working  to 
break  this  cycle.  Steve  Roach, 
as  the  IMB  s  strategy  coordi¬ 
nator  for  die  Bambara  people 
of  Mali,  is  teaching  them  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way  of  farming,  one 
that  will  produce  enough 
to  eliminate  starvation. 


God's  Way,  a  strategic, 


arming 
,  no-till 


bourn  Africa,  started  years 
ago,  die  program  attempts  to 
teach  improved  fanning  tech¬ 
niques  through  church  net¬ 
works.  It  combines  biblical 
teaching  with  training  in  tech¬ 
nology  and  management. 

Each  year  for  generations 
Malians  nave  plowed  the  rough 
ground  with  cattle,  tossed 
seeds  unsystematically  and 
burned  off  fields  at  the  end  of 
harvest.  These  are  the  practices 
Roach  has  been  working  to 
change. 

Putting  hands  and  feet  to 
Roach's  plan  are  Sam  Jones  (not 
his  real  name),  an  IMB  journey¬ 
man  from  Crystal  Springs,  Ms.; 


(not  his  real  name)  of  Live  Oak, 
FL;  and  Jeremy  Toombs,  a  vol¬ 
unteer  from  Lawton,  Ok. 

Previous  helpers  were  Ryan 
Schelb  of  Tampa,  FI.,  a  volun¬ 
teer  who  stayed  for  six  months 
at  his  own  expense,  and  Andy 
Modey  of  Columbia,  S.C, 
another  volunteer  who  helped 
for  three  months. 

The  idea  behind  the  no-till 
farming  plan  is  to  keep  the  soil 
fertilized  and  in  place,  even 
with  torrential  rains  and,  in  the 


process,  share  Bible  stories 
teaching  Malians  the  God- 
given  potential  of  their  land. 

Because  it  is  tradition  to  just 
toss  seeds,  many  are  washed 
away  by  rain,  eaten  by  birds,  or 
just  never  grow  because  of 
crowding.  With  the  no-till 
fanning  model,  the  farmer  digs 
holes  approximately  24  inches 
apart  ana  six  inches  deep.  Each 
row  is  about  30  inches  apart 

Manure  is  placed  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  hole  and  covered  by 
a  layer  of  dirt  leaving  about 
three  inches.  Three  seeds  are 
placed  into  the  hole  and  cov¬ 
ered  with  the  remaining  dirt, 
manure  in  the  hole  first 


even  if  the  ground  is  flooded 
during  the  rainy  season. 
"Whatever  fertilizer  you  put 
in...  stays  there  and  has 
enriched  the  soil  that  amount 
for  next  year,"  Roach  said. 

"Any  kind  of  bean  adds 
nitrogen  to  the  soil.  Com  or 
millet  which  are  the  staples 
here,  need  nitrogen,"  he  said. 
"...What  the  beans  add  to  the 
soil,  the  com  takes  out  It's  kind 
of  a  symbiotic  relationship." 

Last  year's  lack  of  rain  yield¬ 
ed  few  results  with  the  new 
farming  method.  Unfortunately, 
the  Malians'  method  produced 
even  less.  By  February,  the  vil¬ 
lagers  were  out  of  tood.  Their 
harvest  is  not  until  November. 

"They  (the  villagers]  greatly 
resisted  the  farming  method 
and  told  us,  'We  are  fanners  and 


REACHING  OUT  —  Susan  Roach  and  members  of  the  Songful  missions  team  speak  with  a  local  man 
in  Timbuktu,  Mali.  So  far,  the  team  has  successfully  planted  three  churches  and  started  several  outreach 
groups  among  the  Songhai.  More  than  one  million  Songhai  live  in  West  Africa.  Though  most  profess  alle¬ 
giance  to  Allah,  demonic  worship  and  possession  are  common  among  ffiis  people  group.  (BP  photo) 


themselves.  The  church,  which 
sends  mission  teams  to  Mali 
every  couple  of  months,  initial¬ 
ly  gave  food  to  the  people  but 
mis  year  they  decided  to  try 
something  different. 

"I  talked  to  (the  villagers] 


than  you,'"  Jones  said.  "They 
told  us  that  we  were  crazy.  Tim 
was  hard  to  believe  because 
they  never  produce  enough 
food  to  eat  for  a  whole  year. 
. .  .However,  the  traditions  are  so 
strong  that  they  just  couldn't 
admit  that  there  ought  be  a  bet¬ 
ter  way  to  do  things  dun  the 
way  their  fathers  did  them." 

Beulah  Church  in  Hopkins, 
S.C,  has  worked  with  Roach  to 
come  up  with  alternative  meth¬ 
ods  to  help  the  Malians  feed 


instead  of  giving  them  a  fish," 
said  Brad  Bessent,  the  church's 
senior  pastor;  "so  we  started  a 
farming  project  with  a  well- 


With  funds  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  World  Hunger 
Fund  and  pant  money  from 
South  Carolina  churches  and 
the  state  convention,  there  is 
now  a  fenced  garden  area  that 
produces  food  year-round.  In 
addition,  Bessent  buys  the  vil¬ 
lagers  a  bag  of  grain  for  every 


compost  hole  they  dig  —  but 
they  must  be  to  nis  specifica¬ 
tions.  As  of  June,  Malians  had 
dug  289  holes,  although  not  all 
met  the  pastor's  requirements. 

Roadn  and  the  no-till  farm¬ 
ing  group  decided  to  try  a  new 

fPP*^*  “  T*?  8*°*?P 

found  a  new  village  in 
November  2009  and  explained 
they  wanted  to  demonstrate  a 
different  way  of  fanning  and  a 
better  way  to  compost  The  vil¬ 
lagers  agreed  and  the  group 
has  had  great  success. 

"Because  this  village  is  not 
so  gripped  by  the  desperation 
of  hunger,  they  are  more  open 
to  new  methods,"  Jones  said. 

There  have  been  even  greater 
dividends.  "In  February,  three 
men  accepted  Christ  Since  then. 


we  ve  been  meeting  together 
weekly  with  these  three  men 
teaching  them  new  stories  from 
God's  Word."  |anes  sad. 

Lanier,  who  is  leading  the 
men  in  this  latest  effect,  and 
Janes  have  learned  that  some  of 

the  no- till  mot  Hod  will  not 

work  in  Matt's  soil,  which  is 
different  from  Zimbabwe's  soil 
However,  the  villagers  are  curi¬ 
ous  about  the  results. 

"We  will  hopefully  have  a 
good  crop  of  peanuts  and 
beans,"  Jones  said.  "The  vil¬ 
lagers  are  taking  note  of  how 
we  planted  both  of  these  crops 
and  are  seemingly  impressed  at 
how  they  are  doing. 

"This  year  our  focus  has 
been  on  the  'main'  thing  — 
church  planting,"  Jones  added. 


Udmartian  people  ripe  for  Gospel  message  as  couples  prepare  to  go 
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IZHEVSK,  Udmurtia  (BP) — Charlie  and 
Heather  Murphy  (not  their  real  names)  met 
Will  and  Marie  Thompson  (not  their  real 
names)  while  attending  seminary  in  Texas. 
The  two  couples  discovered  a  mutual  desire  to 
share  God's  love  with  the  nations. 

Little  did  they  know  that  God  had  a  plan  to 
send  them  to  engage  the  same  unreached  peo¬ 
ple  group  in  the  Republic  of  Udmurtia,  a  small 
country  west  of  Siberia. 

Today,  the  Murphys  and  Thompsons  are 
Russian  language  students  in  Izhevsk,  the 
capital  city  ot  Udmurtia.  They  believe  God  has 
'  them  to  show  His  love  to  the  Udmurts. 


urts  make  up  only  30%  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Shy  and  quiet  Udmurts  show  themselves  to 
be  a  warm,  vibrant  people  once  trust  is  built  with 
them.  They  often  are  recognized  by  their  distinct 
physical  features,  such  as  small  stature,  high  cheek¬ 
bone's,  and  a  high  percentage  of  redheads. 

Udmurts  often  mix  Russian  Orthodoxy  and 
pagan  worship  practices.  Fewer  than  03%  are 
considered  evangelical  Christians. 

Years  of  social  and  spiritual  oppression  have 
rendered  (he  Udmurts  as  outcasts.  Because  of 
low  employment  rates,  most  Udmurts  live  in 


is  no  surprise  that  a  general  sense  of  hopeless¬ 
ness  —  expressed  in  depression,  alcoholism, 
and  high  suicide  rates  —  plagues  their  culture. 

"Without  a  doubt”  Charlie  Murphy  says,  "the 
thing  that  burdens  me  the  most  about  this  people 
is  just  the  depression.  You  can  see  it  on  their 
faces.  They're  buying  time  until  they  can  see 
what's  next.  Unfortunately,  a  lot  of  the  animistic 
roots  still  remain  in  this  region.  Some  turn  to  the 
animism,  some  turn  to  the  Orthodox  Church,  but 
right  now  very  few  are  turning  to  Christ." 

Will  Thompson  echoes  these  sentiments. 


Gospel  because  there's  really  not  as  much  pride 
that  you  have  to  fight  through.  Hopelessness  is 
just  an  open  field,  open  soil  for  the  Gospel" 

The  two  couples  pray  daily  for  Udmurts  to 
put  their  trust  in  Christ  and  boldly  share  their 
faith  in  their  villages.  These  pravers  are  fueled  by 
an  earnest  love  for  the  people  of  Udmurtia. 

"Why  on  earth  would  I  love  a  people  that 
I'd  .never  met?"  Marie  Thompson  reflects. 
"Why  would  I  want  to  go  live  with  a  people 
that  1  hadn't  reallv  seen:  I  think  only  God  can 
give  you  a  love  like  that  for  a  people  group." 


POUNDING  PAVEMENT  —  Russian  language  students  from 
America  and  local  believers  walk  the  streeb  of  a  village  in  Udmurtia, 
a  small  country  west  of  Siberia.  God  gave  the  students  a  heart  to  reach 
the  Udmurts,  also  a  minority  people  jpoup  in  Russia.  (BP  photo) 
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